A family affair

The climbing clan:
Dan, Adam and Alan
Mallory on Everest. |

Andvyes, they climbed it because it was there

AN MALLORY'S scariest

moment on Mt, Everest this

spring wasn't when a glant
boulder whizzed past his head while
he wes ascending the Lhotse Face, or
egven when he was climbing the famous
summit ridge. No, Mallary's scariest
moment by far came after his success-
ful surnmit bid with his two sons, when
he thought that his daughter Laura
might be dead.

At 8:30 p.m. on May 25, faur members
of the Mallory family, from the small
Ontaria village of Utopia, ncar Barrie,
set out for the summit of Everest from
Camp 4 on the South Col, Laura, the
youngest of the family, was uncertain
about the climb ahead. *T hadn't heen
feeling well for four days,” Laura says,
But sha was determined not to watch
her father's dream of a family Everest
summit completely evaparate. [Already,
aruptured Achilles tendan had stopped
mother Barbara at Base Camp and sant
her back to Canada.] So Laura left with
the group that night for the final 12-haur

push through the darkness. Then she
stumbled. And took five minutes to get
back up agaln. "I knew than thare was
no way I was going to make it to the
top that day.” After radioing her father,
Laura returned to the South Col alone
and spant the night on oxygen.
Meanwhile, the Mallory men—Dan, 57,
Adem, 25, and &lan, 23-were having
problems of their own. About halfway
to the summit, at the feature known as
the Balcony, conditions deteriorated to
the point that Dan had to 8sk a Sherpa
which rope to grab because his goggles
were 50 fogged in blowing snow. Then
their ascender seized, rendering it use-
less until Dan and his sons took aff
their mitts and, bare-handed, repeat-
edly scraped the ice and snow out of
the mechanism, [Dan suffercd some
frosthite as a result.]) The decision to
continue or go down was left to each
individual family member, and it was at
this point that Dan sariously consid-
erad turning back. But that wauld have
been tough for the adventure racer and

Hawaii Ironman veteran. "1 never guit,”
he says simply. Fartunately, conditions
improved, the mechanical difficulties
ended, and team Mallary made the sum-
mit at 8:15 a.m. on May 25.

Laura woke up that morning on the
South Col feeling strong. Another
woman at Camp 4 realized that she
didn't have the stamina to go any
higher, and told Laura that she could
climb with her Sherpa. After cobbling
together enough oxygen tanks, Loura
began making her way toward the sum-
mit. Dan, meanwhile, had moved down
the mountain, and was walting tensely
for news about Laura, Finally, at 3:30
p.m. on May 27, some seven hours after
expected, Laura called from Camp o to
say 6he was okay—-the batteries in her
Sherpa's radio had crapped aut. But she
had made the summit, and with it, samea
histary, The 20-year-ald is the young-
est Canadian woman to reach the tap
of the world. And it's the first time that
four mambers of ane Family have bean
tothe summit,

Everest was also chapter six in Dan
Mallory's Seven Summits quest, Since
Christmas day 2001, he and at least
one member af his immediate fam-
ily have climbed Mt. Aconcagua, Mt.
McKinley, Mt. Kosciuszko, Mt. Elbrus
and Mt. Kilimanjaro. Only Anterctica's
Vinson Massif remains, end he hopes
to get there in 2010. Oan can't say
for sure if he is related to the Mallory,
George, who died on Everest in 1924,
"But I think I have some of his blood.”

=Kate Barker

IN OTHER EVEREST NEWS...

JEFF ARSENALLT, &
nublic-school teach-
ing assistant in the
Unterio cammunity
af Winchester, near
Ottaws, wanted to
send 5,000 sun
flower seeds to

the top of Everest
toinspire children
to take up gardening. His
quirky dream was realized

Justin Merle

on May 22 when
Amarican climber
Justin Merle car-
ried the packats
ta the summit. [n
June. the seeds
were returned to
Arsenault's school
by armoured
Brinks guard, and

were than shipped to other
achonls throughout Canada

and the United States, where
kids will observe if the high-
altitude exposure has had any
effect on the seeds.

DN MAY 25, Sebastizn Sas-
saville became the first Cana-
dianwith juvenile or Type 1
diabetes to reach the peak.
This iz the fourth summit

Lhe Vancouver resident has
bagged whila raising money
and awareness about the
disease. His previcus climbs
include Mt. Kilimanjara, Mt.

Leninand Cho Oyu.
WVUATCH DUT FDR & televisinn
mini-zeries about the 1982
Canadian Evercst Expediton,
called, aporopriztely anough,
Evergst B, which will be air-
ing on CBC later this summer.
But keep in mind, this is a
mini-series, not @ documen-
Lary, with actars, not climb-
Brs. The cast includes Jason
Prigstly and William Shatner.
Yes, Williarm Shatner.

-Kate Barker
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